
We are board members of the New York City branch of Call to Action, 

all coming from various parishes in the metropolitan area. We are 

strongly committed to the ideals and teaching of the Second Vatican 

Council, and we actively support a spirit of inclusiveness and tolerance 

in our church. 

At a recent executive meeting we discussed the importance of the 

upcoming presidential election. We strongly encourage all citizens to 

participate in this important exercise in democracy. 

 In his recent colloquy with Cardinal Dolan and a large group of bishops 

President Trump laid claim to the Catholic vote because of the abortion 

issue and his alleged championing of religious liberty. He was very 

direct in his demand, urging them “to do what you have to do” to get 

out the vote for him. There is no record of any of the prelates present 

at this meeting informing Mr. Trump that leaders of the Catholic church 

do not beat the drum for any political party. 

 At the annual Al Smith event – virtual, this year - the president veered 

from the traditional non-partisan rhetoric associated with that 

important occasion by criticizing the Democratic Party for supporting 

moral positions that, according to his lights, are anathema to the 

Catholic Church. That was his main argument for what he seemed to 

view as his entitlement to the Catholic vote.  

The 2016 election results revealed that about two thirds of white 

Catholic voters opted for Trump while an even higher percentage of 

Hispanic Catholics supported Hillary Clinton. In the absence of any 

formal measure of the 3% of African-Americans who identify as 

Catholic, we can only presume that their preferences at the ballot box 

match the rest of the Black community which votes overwhelmingly for 

the Democrat Party. 



In November 2019 the Catholic Bishops approved “Forming 

Consciences for Faithful Citizenship” which sets forth the principles that 

Catholics should follow in deciding what party to support. The main 

issue stressed by the bishops in this document centers on abortion. 

They reiterate the official church position which states that human life 

exists from conception and must be protected from the very beginning. 

 Call to Action does not dispute this church teaching and is committed 

to reducing the huge number of pregnancy terminations that take place 

in America every year. 

The bishops call abortion the “pre-eminent” consideration for their 

members in deciding who to support. We question this rather 

disingenuous designation. At the bishops’ meeting that decided to use 

that language, a minority of their members, led by Bishop Robert 

McElroy of San Diego, proposed adding a paragraph from Pope Francis’ 

2018 Apostolic Exhortation, Gaudete et Exultate, to provide a needed 

context and balance to the bishops’ document. The McElroy proposal  

has the strong support of Call to Action but its inclusion in the church 

election document was unfortunately defeated in a vote among the 

bishops by 143 to 69. 

 The excluded paragraph reads as follows: 

Our defense of the innocent unborn, for example, needs to be clear, firm 

and passionate, for at stake is the dignity of human life, which is always 

sacred and demands love for each person, regardless of his or her stage 

of development. Equally sacred, however, are the lives of the poor, 

those already born, the destitute, the abandoned and the 

underprivileged, the vulnerable infirm and elderly exposed to covert 

euthanasia, the victims of human trafficking, new forms of slavery, and 

every form of rejection. “Gaudete et Exultate” No. 101. 



In our democracy, voting for one party or the other, supporting the 

agenda of the Democrats or the Republicans, makes an important 

moral and political statement. We urge you to consider the positions of 

each party and how they impact the vulnerable members of our 

society. We strongly endorse the honorable traditional Catholic focus 

on judging issues based on support for the common good, affirming 

policies that benefit the wider community and not, as so often prevails, 

just protecting the rights and demands of the powerful. 

We urge all voters to consider the treatment of immigrants to our 

country, keeping in mind the profound biblical injunction: “Remember 

that you too were strangers in the land of Egypt.” 

Those who suffer from the effects of slavery also demand our attention 

at the polls, especially when Black people are still being killed because 

of blatant prejudice. Black Lives Matter. 

Francis’ signature encyclical, Laudato Si, calls on all of us to commit to 

actions to stanch the damage being done to our environment. 

Thoughtful people will surely consider in their voting preference each 

party’s record and current policies on the protection of the air we 

breathe and the water our children will drink. 

We recommend serious consideration of economic policies in making 

your decision. The trickle-down theory of economics dominates current 

thinking in Washington. It claims that when the rich get richer the 

remainder of the people also benefit. Is that your experience? 

Call to Action believes that these are all urgent and indeed, pre-

eminent moral issues for voter consideration in this election. We 

joyfully endorse the wisdom of Sitting Bull, the Hunkpapa Lakota leader 

“Let us put our minds together and see what life we can make for our 

children.” 



In the final analysis people must follow their conscience in deciding 

whether to support the re-election of President Trump or to vote for 

the Democrat candidate, former Vice-President Joseph Biden. 

By voting you ensure that your voice is heard. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


